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Introduction 
The following are service resources and commentaries for three Sundays to be used any time during the 
year.  

The commentaries are written in the spirit of 
• the United Church’s rich and long-standing global partnerships across the Middle East 
• the Jewish-Christian dialogue resource and policy, “Bearing Faithful Witness”  

(search “Interfaith Relations” on www.united-church.ca) 
• the Muslim-Christian dialogue resource and policy, “That We May Know Each Other” 

(search “Interfaith Relations” on www.united-church.ca) 
• the actions approved by the 41st General Council, and the resulting Unsettling Goods campaign 

(search “Unsettling Goods” on www.united-church.ca) 

May this resource help your worshipping community create space for reflection, prayer, and action on 
the violence that is a daily reality for far too many in Israel and occupied Palestinian territories. May it 
support our commitments to courageous conversations even when we doubt and disagree.  

Accompanying resources 

Print resources: 
• “Let’s keep talking” poster—outlines some common questions and barriers United Church 

members encounter, or have raised, whenever the conversation turns to Israel and its 
occupation of Palestinian territories. Specifically, the questions in it address the decisions made 
by the 41st General Council related to economic action against Israeli settlements built on 
Palestinian lands. 

• “Let’s keep talking” brochure—focuses on key questions related to the United Church’s  
GC41 actions in relation to Palestine and Israel. Hard copies of posters and brochures can be 
ordered free of charge from unsettling-goods@united-church.ca. 

Online resources (search “Let’s Keep Talking” on www.united-church.ca) 
• “Let’s keep talking” resource for courageous conversations—includes suggestions for 

committee meetings and personal reflection. 
• “Let’s keep talking” videos—short videos addressing key questions to be used with the worship 

and courageous conversations resources. View them on YouTube or download them to your 
computer.  

  

http://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/interfaith-relations
http://www.united-church.ca/
http://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/interfaith-relations
http://www.united-church.ca/
http://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/unsettling-goods-choose-peace-palestine-and-israel
http://www.united-church.ca/
mailto:unsettling-goods@united-church.ca
http://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/lets-keep-talking
http://www.united-church.ca/
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Suggested communion table symbols 
The following symbols could be used at the communion table in any of these services; they can also be 
used in children’s time. The information may be read aloud or used as context. 

Bread 

A plate of bread, especially unleavened bread such as pita: 
Bread is central to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. For all three religions, it is a symbol of the food that 
God has provided for all God’s creation. Even today, both Muslims and Jews in occupied Palestinian 
territories and Israel treat bread with great respect; it cannot be thrown into the garbage. Without 
bread, hospitality cannot be offered. May the hospitality that marks all three religions continue to guide 
our prayers and actions. 

Background:  
Bread can evoke a reflection on who can afford to eat well, and who can gain access to enough land and 
water to farm. Throughout the West Bank and Gaza, farmers have been denied access to their land by 
the Separation Wall and by a militarized zone, respectively. At the heart of the military occupation is a 
struggle over land and water, not religion.  

Water 

A jug of water: 
Water is central to all three monotheistic religions. Without clean water, a number of sacred rituals 
cannot take place, such as bathing before prayer for Muslims, ritual immersion and ablutions for 
observant Jews, and baptism for Christians. We place the water in honour of God’s gift to us all, mindful 
of those throughout the world and in Canada who lack access to clean water.  

Background: 
The struggle over access to water is a profound and sometimes violent one in the largely dry Middle 
East, especially in Gaza and the West Bank. In Gaza, drinking water is heavily contaminated with salt 
water and sewage because of excess use and the destruction of sewage treatment and water 
purification plants. The largest aquifer in the region lies under the West Bank, and Israel and Israeli 
settlers control most of its water. Many Palestinian families get by with far less water than the minimum 
set by the World Health Organization, while most Jewish-only settlements in the West Bank have both a 
good supply of drinking water and swimming pools.  

Olives/olive oil 

A small bowl of olives or pitcher of olive oil, preferably Palestinian: 
Olive trees are revered throughout the Middle East, and are traditionally seen as members of the family. 
Olives and olive branches are a powerful sacred image for Jews, Muslims, and Christians. Olive oil is 
food, medicine, and wealth for countless communities. Place the olive oil in honour of the goodness of 
God’s creation, and as a sign of our longing for peace and healing.  
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Background: 
Over the past decade, a minority of fundamentalist Jewish settlers have burned, poisoned, or chopped 
down tens of thousands of Palestinian olive trees in the West Bank. Throughout, they have been 
protected by the Israeli army. The fall olive harvest has turned from a time of celebration into a time of 
fear, as settlers target farm families. Most Israelis do not agree with such actions, but feel powerless to 
stop them. 

You can buy Palestinian olive oil from Zatoun (www.zatoun.com) or Ten Thousand Villages 
(www.tenthousandvillages.ca). 

 

“In the Holy Land, the symbol of peace is the olive branch, for the olive tree is the 
witness of deep-rooted heritage, the fruit for spiritual anointment and practical 
livelihood. The destruction and uprooting of olive trees by the Israeli occupation is not 
only an expression of ecological disrespect and vandalism, but also an insult to God’s 
creation and the people who, despite their oppression and suffering, can still extend 
their hands with an olive branch to soldiers and oppressors.”  

From the Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum of the World Council of Churches, World Week for Peace in 
Palestine and Israel 2014 liturgy (http://pief.oikoumene.org/en/world-week-for-peace). Used with 
permission. 

  

http://www.zatoun.com/
http://www.tenthousandvillages.ca/
http://pief.oikoumene.org/en/world-week-for-peace


Let’s keep talking: Worship resources 

The United Church of Canada 6 L’Église Unie du Canada 

Worship 1 
Theme: Be Not Afraid 

 “Let’s keep talking” videos are generally 2–3 minutes long and can be used at any time in the service.  
Some suggestions: 
• during announcements, perhaps after the Minute for Mission 
• before, during, or after the sermon  
• before or after the prayers of the people/intercessory prayers 
• at coffee hour 
Free copies of the “Let’s keep talking” brochure are available from unsettling-goods@united-church.ca.  
For each service, specific parts of the poster and brochure are recommended, but as always, please make 
whatever choices best suit your worshipping community.  

Suggested barriers to address:  
• Is fear holding us back? 
• Should the church be involved in politics? 
• Is the church taking sides? 

Hymns: 
FROM MORE VOICES: Come Touch Our Hearts (12); There Is Room for All (62); Why Stand So Far Away (72); 
Stand, O Stand Firm (99); Sent Out in Jesus’ Name (212) 

FROM VOICES UNITED: Christ Is Alive (158); Stay with Us through the Night (182); You Tell Me That the Lord 
Is Risen (185); He Came Singing Love (359); We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection (586); When I 
Needed a Neighbour (600); Out of the Depths, O God, We Call to You (611); Healer of Our Every Ill (619); 
My Life Flows On (716) 

Recommended “Let’s keep talking” videos: 
“Be Not Afraid” (can also be used with other services); “Should the church be involved in politics?”; 
“Is the church taking sides?” 

Focus scripture (Revised Common Lectionary): 
John 20:19–31 

Commentary: 
John may have been the disciple Jesus loved, but it’s possible that Thomas is the disciple many of us love 
most. His need to see proof of Jesus’ resurrection, and his courage to insist on seeing it may reflect best 
the response most of us would have had in that impossibly hopeful moment of meeting the risen Jesus.  

This beloved, powerful passage offers a particular challenge for our church, which has decided to heed 
Israeli and Palestinians partners who support the non-violent strategy of economic action in the service 
of ending Israeli military occupation and the continuing seizure of Palestinian lands. That challenge?  

Listen again: “When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’” (John 20:19) 

mailto:unsettling-goods@united-church.ca
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Every time we read this passage without context or a pause for reflection, we risk carrying on an anti-
Jewish myth that has scarred both religions and helped justify centuries of Christian violence.  

Jews did not kill Jesus. And if there was anyone to fear, it was the Romans and their military occupation, 
for they, not the Jewish authorities, had the power to arrest and punish. Jesus was a Jew. So were the 
disciples. “Fear of the Jews” is a reflection of the dispute between a new sect and the wider religion, 
recorded well after the events. And it’s perhaps a very contextual attempt to get in the good books of an 
empire facing Jewish rebellion at the time. Yet this line, and others in the gospels and epistles, led to 
terror and bloodshed in Jewish communities throughout Europe from at least 1000 CE onwards.  

We have begun to recognize the damage caused by our own participation in antisemitic thought, 
theology, and action. And for this reason, many in our church struggle with its long history of decisions 
to criticize Israel’s military occupation of Palestinian lands. Yet Palestinian partners wonder why they 
should suffer because of our guilt over centuries of European and Christian antisemitism. 

This passage reflects many fears and many hopes, and all need to be examined in light of Jesus’ very 
Jewish greeting: “Peace be with you.”  

Prayers of the people and other prayers: 
Incorporate the prayers below as you need, and wherever you wish. In the prayers of the people/ 
prayers of intercession, please include prayers for these solidarity partners in the Middle East (search 
“Global Partners” on www.united-church.ca): 

• Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center 
• The Jerusalem Inter-Church Centre, and its oversight of the World Council of Churches’ 

Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI). The United Church has 
members serving with EAPPI more or less constantly, and returned ecumenical accompaniers 
are available to speak to congregations (search “Unsettling Goods” on www.united-church.ca). 

• Defence for Children International Palestine 

Prayer 
This we know: 
Fear can yield to faith, hope can re-ignite, 
rage can cease, hatred can be melted.... 
Merciful One, illumine the sight of your children  
to see You in each other’s eyes. 
Merciful One, spread the canopy of your peace over us, 
over Israel, over Ishmael, over all who dwell on earth. Amen 

—Rabbi Sheila Weinberg, Institute for Jewish Spirituality. Used with generous permission. 

  

http://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/global-partners
http://www.united-church.ca/
http://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/speakers-bureau
http://www.united-church.ca/
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Jerusalem Prayer, 2014, excerpt 
This region aches with so many troubles of the body and soul, both presently and in history. 
In Palestine and Israel today many lack freedom and too many are behind bars.  

For too long injustice, violence and fear have shaped this region. We pray and ask for human 
treatment and justice for all, as we are all children of God. 

At last we pray for a just peace settlement and reconciliation, a peace where there will be no 
more political prisoners behind bars and where harmony will prevail in the hearts of all the 
peoples of this region. We pray for God’s mercy, for freedom for those in shackles and for peace 
in our time. 

—Heads of Churches of Jerusalem, Jerusalem Prayer for 2014  
for the world Week for Peace in Palestine Israel 

(http://pief.oikoumene.org/en/world-week-for-peace/the-jerusalem-prayer). 
Used with permission. 

A Reflection on the Hope Born of Resurrection 
In the absence of all hope, we cry out our cry of hope. Hope is the capacity to see God in the 
midst of trouble, and to be co-workers with the Holy Spirit who is dwelling in us. From this vision 
derives the strength to be steadfast, remain firm, and work to change the reality in which we 
find ourselves. Hope means not giving in to evil but rather standing up to it and continuing to 
resist it. The Resurrection is the source of our hope. We will remain a witnessing, steadfast and 
active Church in the land of the resurrection. We will see here a “new land” and a “new human 
being” capable of rising up in the spirit to love his or her brother and sister.” 

—Kairos Palestine, A Moment of Truth: A Word of Faith, Hope, and Love 
 from the Heart of Palestinian Suffering, 2009 (www.kairospalestine.ps).  

Used with permission. 

A Prayer for Comfort and Strength 
Gracious and Loving God, 
We give you thanks and praise for you are with us always. 
There are many of your children who are crying…who are scared… 
who are living in fear in Israel and Palestine. 
Comfort children who are living in fear of the missiles, rockets and bombs that are falling.  
Some children are gathered in bomb shelters while others don’t have any place to find shelter. 
Comfort mothers who are mourning their children and relatives who have been injured or killed. 
Comfort fathers who don’t know where their families are located…. 
Strengthen your churches, though small in number, to reach beyond their walls  
to extend your amazing grace and love. 
Strengthen our faith in the midst of so much suffering, death and disaster;  
may our voices be heard as we speak and act in compassion…. 

http://pief.oikoumene.org/en/world-week-for-peace/the-jerusalem-prayer
http://www.kairospalestine.ps/
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Open the eyes of neighbors; may we all have the strength to love our neighbors  
as you have asked us to do. 
Open the eyes of the world; may we all learn to cherish and value your life  
breathed into humanity. 
We pray for leaders on all sides to have compassion beyond their imagination  
so there will be an end to this kind of human destruction. 
Give courage to politicians to focus on the root causes of the conflict  
and give them wisdom to discover just solutions…. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers, and show us how to respond  
with your amazing, transforming love. 

—Alex Awad and Kristen Brown, missionaries with the  
General Board of Global Ministries, United Methodist Church 

© 2014 General Board of Global Ministries, www.umcmission.org. Used by permission. This worship resource may be 
reproduced and used in congregational worship with the inclusion of the complete copyright citation on each copy. It may not 
be used for profit, sold, republished, or placed on a website without permission. Contact copyright@umcmision.org for 
permission. 
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Worship 2 
Theme: Living Unconditional Love 

“Let’s keep talking” videos are generally 2–3 minutes long and can be used at any time in the service.  
Some suggestions: 
• during announcements, perhaps after the Minute for Mission 
• before, during, or after the sermon  
• before or after the prayers of the people/intercessory prayers 
• at coffee hour 
Free copies of the “Let’s keep talking” brochure are available from unsettling-goods@united-church.ca.  
For each service, specific parts of the poster and brochure are recommended, but as always, please make 
whatever choices best suit your worshipping community.  

Suggested barriers to address:  
• Are Palestinians terrorists? 
• Do Muslims hate Israel? 
• Is the United Church antisemitic?  

Hymns: 
FROM MORE VOICES: Your Love Is Amazing (26); Never Ending Joy (40); Over My Head (Aud’suss de moi) 
(88); In Star and Crescent (159); This Is My Body (177) 

FROM VOICES UNITED: The Risen Christ (168); We Meet You, O Christ (183); Now the Green Blade Rises 
(186); Spirit of Life (381); Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love (593); In Suffering Love (614); I Heard the 
Voice of Jesus (626); When a Poor One (702)  

Recommended “Let’s keep talking” videos: 
“Are Palestinians terrorists?”; “Do Muslims hate Israel?”; “Is the United Church antisemitic?”  

Focus scripture (Revised Common Lectionary): 
Acts 4:5–12 

Commentary: 
Today’s readings take us from the depths of historical trouble to the heights of joy. Acts is a passionate 
book, filled with miracles, ringing sermons, and more than a few absolutes. As with many other Easter 
readings, we need to take great care with today’s passage, which has for years contributed to violence 
and hatred directed at Jews. Peter makes a reflection of the moment. He is a devout Jew verbally 
battling with other Jews over a new expression of their common faith: 

“…let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in 
good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’” 
(Acts 4: 10–11) 

Those who crucified Jesus were agents of the Roman empire and all its power: the power to tax, to 
enforce a military occupation, to act as judge and jury, and to deliver a death sentence in a uniquely 

mailto:unsettling-goods@united-church.ca
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cruel and Roman manner. The crucifiers were not Jewish religious authorities. And the crime was one of 
challenging the death-dealing power of that empire, not challenging religious authority. Yet out of this 
passage and others came the death-dealing Christian accusation that echoed for centuries: the Jews 
killed Jesus.  

Judaism gave birth to Jesus, and is, in that sense, chief among “the builders” of the foundations of our 
faith. Its prophetic and profound call to worship one God helped give birth to Christianity and Islam. 
We need to emphasize our common spiritual and theological roots and our unity, not our conflicts and 
divisions. At a time when both antisemitism and Islamophobia are real concerns across the country, 
what is a Christian response to racist, divisive, and unjust fear and stereotyping?  

Often the criticism levelled at the Middle East is a stereotypical “they’ve always fought and they always 
will.” Yet we know that even in the past century, many situations of seemingly endless conflict have 
yielded to the beginnings of real peace. To dismiss a conflict as hopeless denies the hopes and humanity 
of all who live with conflict. It also denies the hope at the centre of our faith.   

How do we, in this moment, in this place, express God’s unconditional love for all?  

Here, both Testaments join to give us a way forward. “How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?” (1 John 3:17) 

Often, we in the United Church reflect on what goods we don’t have—enough money, enough 
resources, enough influence. Yet we have enough influence and resources that Palestinian Christians 
offered our church a challenge to help them end the decades-old Israeli military occupation without 
using violence. They have asked for our help because they believe we have the capacity to answer their 
call.  

Do we also have a prophetic voice to offer, expressing unconditional love to our diverse neighbours? 
Do we have the unconditional love required to take the risk of sticking our necks out and speaking out 
with people in Palestine and Israel who want a just peace?  

And if we express that unconditional love, what is the result? Look at the imagery of Psalm 23 (“The Lord 
is my shepherd…”). There’s a reason Canadians with no Christian or Jewish background have some 
familiarity with it: it’s among the most beloved and vivid words in any scripture, anywhere. Psalm 23 
deliberately follows on the utter despair expressed in Psalm 22, whose words were echoed by Jesus on 
the cross (“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). Psalm 23 is an expression of the results of 
unconditional love. It is an expression of longing for true peace and security; a longing shared by 
traumatized Palestinians living under decades of occupation and dispossession, by Jewish Israelis 
haunted by genocide.  
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Prayers of the people and other prayers: 
Incorporate the prayers below as you need, and wherever you wish. In the prayers of the people/ 
prayers of intercession, please include prayers for these solidarity partners and friends in the Middle 
East (search “Global Partners” on www.united-church.ca): 

• Jerusalem Center for Women 
• Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees, working in Gaza 
• The Israeli Committee against House Demolitions  

Prayer 
Lord God,  
Bless all your children in the Middle East 
with the gift of peace. 
Reach out and embrace Muslims, Jews and Christians. 
Dry their tears with your gentle hands. 
Surround their trembling bodies with your loving arms. 
Replace their fears with the hope and vision 
of peaceful times to come. Amen 

—The Rev. Said Ailabouni, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Chicago, IL.  
Used with generous permission of the author.  

Prayer for Peace through Justice 
God of peace and hope, encourage those who seek to establish a fair and just peace in the 
Middle East. Bless their efforts as they work to end conflict. Lead those who engage in violence 
to put down their weapons to live in harmony with one another. Bless those who work for peace 
through justice. Strengthen their resolve in the face of seemingly endless violence and terror. 

A time for silence 

Guide the leaders of the peoples of the Middle East to know Your will and to support a just 
peace for all Your children. As we lift up the Holy Land for all humankind, breathe love into our 
prayers with a desire for nothing other than peace: peace in our hearts, peace for all creation, 
and peace for the land. 

We lift up the city of Jerusalem, distracted and divided, yet still filled with promise as are all the 
cities of the world. Even as we long to understand that which is often beyond our 
comprehension, we lay before you the hearts, minds and bodies of all those suffering from the 
conflict in Palestine and Israel. Shower upon all the people, Your Holy Spirit of justice and 
reconciliation. Be with Jewish and Palestinian people who watch from afar the suffering of their 
families and friends. Grant them comfort and hope in these stress-filled days. Amen. 

http://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/global-partners
http://www.united-church.ca/
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A time for silence 

Your own prayers for peace can be offered at this time. You may pray where and how you feel 
most comfortable. Candles can be used to add light to prayers. Amen. 

—Prayers offered by Pamela Challis for the ACT Alliance.  
Used with generous permission of the author. Originally published at 

http://actpalestineforum.org/2014/09/prayers-for-peace-in-the-middle-east. 

A Palestinian Litany from Jerusalem 
Our Heavenly Father, we come before you with all the troubles and pains we are experiencing 
here in the Middle East: 
 Lord, have mercy on us. 
 We pray for all the victims of the injustices and violence in the present situation. We pray also 
for those who are responsible for injustices and all forms of violence. 
 Lord, have mercy on us. 
We pray for our laborers who cannot enter to their places of work. We pray for our youth who 
are losing their hope for the future. 
 Lord, have mercy on us. 
We pray for our mothers who are fed up with bloodshed, killing and the use of arms. We pray 
for the bereaved families, who lost their dear ones. We pray for the quick recovery of the 
injured. We especially pray for those who have to live with permanent disability. 
 Lord, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, our Savior, our eyes look to you, our only help in these troubled times: 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
We pray that you open the eyes of the world and of Israelis and Palestinians for justice and 
reconciliation. Help us all to see that the security and freedom of the one people is depending 
on the security and freedom of the other. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
We pray for the politicians, that they may realize that the security and peace we all long for will 
not come by the use of arms and force, but by having justice done so that the two peoples can 
reconcile and together work out an equitable coexistence for the future. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to be your followers. Give us your love for our fellow human 
beings. Free us, and our children, from hatred, bitterness, and the denying of the rights of 
others; and fill us with love, truth, justice, so that we can recognize and respect the dignity and 
the rights of one another. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 

—Bishop Munib Younan, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land.  
Published by ACT Palestine (http://actpalestineforum.org/resources/category/prayers).  

Used with permission.   

http://actpalestineforum.org/2014/09/prayers-for-peace-in-the-middle-east
http://actpalestineforum.org/resources/category/prayers
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Worship 3 
Theme: Finding Joy 

“Let’s keep talking” videos are generally 2–3 minutes long and can be used at any time in the service.  
Some suggestions: 
• during announcements, perhaps after the Minute for Mission 
• before, during, or after the sermon  
• before or after the prayers of the people/intercessory prayers 
• at coffee hour 
Free copies of the “Let’s keep talking” brochure are available from unsettling-goods@united-church.ca.  
For each service, specific parts of the poster and brochure are recommended, but as always, please make 
whatever choices best suit your worshipping community.  

Suggested barriers to address:  
• Will there ever be Peace in Palestine and Israel? 
• Are Palestinians terrorists? 

Hymns:  
FROM MORE VOICES: Confitemini Domino (Come and Fill Our Hearts) (16); God of Still Waiting (20); How 
Deep the Peace (95); Peace for the Children (149); May the Peace of God Be Your Peace (222) 

FROM VOICES UNITED: My Song Is Love Unknown (143); Because You Live, O Christ (178); As Comes the 
Breath of Spring (373); May the God of Hope Go with Us (424); C’est toi, Seigneur, le pain rompu (476); 
When Quiet Peace Is Shattered (615); Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (684); When Will People Cease 
Their Fighting? (687) 

Recommended “Let’s keep talking” videos: 
“Will there ever be peace in Palestine and Israel?”; “Do Palestinians really want peace?” 

Focus scripture (Revised Common Lectionary): 
John 15:9–17 

Commentary: 
Peace and love are overused words, their meaning so immense that we can be tempted to use them as 
slogans. Jesus’ words as written by John are among the foundation stones of our faith, but what do they 
mean?  

In today’s prayers, we name The United Church of Canada and its ecumenical solidarity partners in the 
region. Without exception, these groups and individuals act daily on the seemingly hopeless belief that 
peace is possible. We might say they act out of love in the hope of creating peace, because there is no 
apparent logical explanation for their actions in a region where many Canadians chose to believe peace 
is impossible.  

“I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” 
(John 15:11) 

mailto:unsettling-goods@united-church.ca
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Where does one find joy in the midst of decades of armed conflict and trauma? Is it possible?  

Palestinian Christians have invited us to go to Palestine to “Come and see.” If you go there, and meet 
Christian sisters and brothers and other United Church partners engaged in justice-seeking work, their 
joy and commitment to life might surprise. These are some examples:  

• Palestinian and Israeli parents of murdered children who refuse to indulge in hatred of “the 
other” and gather as part of a circle of dialogue that has met for years.  

• Partners committed to non-violence even though their meeting place, the Tent of Nations, has 
been destroyed by the Israeli military time and again. 

• United Church Mission and Service partner the Wi’am Centre, located directly in the shadow of 
the Separation Wall that cuts through Bethlehem. This centre has become a space where the 
impact of the violence and trauma of the occupation on Palestinian families is discussed openly, 
and addressed.  

• These groups connect with other peace groups, forming a web of witness that defies despair 
even when hope seems absent.  

• Brothers and sisters involved in the work of these partner organizations continue to minister 
and witness in love, faith and hope. They persist. They remain in the circle together. Is this love? 
Could this steadfast commitment eventually lead to peace? 

The One who called his disciples “friends” put radical love before all else, inviting them and us into a 
partnership of risk-taking, life-changing transformation. He said to his friends ,“I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.” 

United Church partners in Palestine and Israel have called us friends, asking that we accompany them by 
choosing non-violent actions and by taking the risk of speaking out for peace with justice. United Church 
partners have asked us to support their efforts to encourage their societies away from violence. They 
have challenged us to do the same in our societies. What can we learn from the witness of partners? 
How does their love challenge us to action?  

Prayers of the people and other prayers: 
Incorporate the prayers below as you need, and wherever you wish. In the prayers of the people/ 
prayers of intercession, please include prayers for these groups seeking justice and peace: 

• Wi’am Palestinian Conflict Resolution Center 
• Parents’ Circle Families Forum 
• Tent of Nations 
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A Reflection on Peace  
Peace is a state of respect, co-operation and well-being. 
Peace is the presence of social justice. 
Peace is the absence of war, poverty, and hunger. 
Peace is the freedom from sickness and disease. It is employment and health. 
Peace is hope for our future and the future of all God’s children and all God’s world.  
Peace is when we have no fear to assemble, to worship, to work, to publish and to say the truth, 
even to the powerful.  
Peace is Salaam, well-being for all, equality and respect for human rights.  
Peace is when everybody feels at home and accepted, without barriers based on age, class, sex, 
race, religion or nationality.  
Peace is a sense of unity and relationship that compels one to work for justice and equality.  
Peace is action that is dynamic and positive.  
Peace is that fragile harmony that carries with it the experience of struggle, the endurance of 
suffering and the strength of love. 

—Jean Zaru, in A Christian Palestinian Life:  
Faith and Struggle (Sabeel, 2004), p. 23. Used with generous permission. 

Prayer for Peace amongst Us 
Pray not for Arab or Jew,  
for Palestinian or Israeli,  
but pray rather for ourselves,  
that we might not divide them in our prayers 
but keep them both together in our hearts. 
When races fight: 
 Peace be amongst us. 
When neighbours argue: 
 Peace be amongst us. 
When nations disagree: 
 Peace be amongst us. 
Where people struggle for justice: 
 Peace be amongst us. 
Where Christ’s disciples follow 
 Peace be amongst us. 
Let peace be our way. Amen 

—Christian Aid. Used with generous permission. 
(www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/churches/prayer/prayers-middle-east-gaza-iraq-syria.aspx) 
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A Palestinian Litany of Renewal 
Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus, you have shown us that forgiveness is not forgetting ones rights but asserting them. 
We know that forgiving is to see Christ in our enemies, and to love them as our neighbors. Help 
us Palestinians to see you in the Israelis, and help the Israelis to see you in us. Lead us all to 
affirm and respect that our humanity is a gift from you, as we are all created in your image, and 
give us courage to mutually recognize each other’s human, religious, civil and political rights. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
Holy Spirit, giver of life and new beginnings, help us to faithfully respond to God’s call to be 
ministers of reconciliation. 
 Come, Holy Spirit, renew us all. 
Help us to find ways of encouraging people to open their hearts and confess their part in the 
past injustices and find ways to build a just and secure future for our children. Give us wisdom 
and courage in this difficult task. When the pressures of the situation make us despair, come 
with your Holy Spirit and renew our strength and hope. 
 Come, Holy Spirit, renew us all. 
Sustain with your power those, who in the midst of all difficulties quietly are building the culture 
of reconciliation, justice and peace. They may not be many right now, but we remember that 
the work for God’s kingdom among us, started with only a handful faithful and committed 
people. 
 Come, Holy Spirit, renew us all. 
Come, Healing Spirit: change us, and open ways for us to change others. Remove all injustice 
and fill our land with just peace. Remove all hatred and fill us all with true love. 
 Come, Holy Spirit, renew us all. 
Remove all insecurity and bring in real security. Remove all occupation and bring in freedom 
for all. 
 Come, Holy Spirit, renew us all. 
Merciful God, accept our prayer and yearning. You are the only strength we have. No one can 
take the power of prayer away from us. In the name of Jesus—our Liberator and Redeemer—
we pray. 
 Amen 

—Bishop Munib Younan, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land.  
Published by ACT Palestine (http://actpalestineforum.org/resources/category/prayers).  

Used with permission. 

http://actpalestineforum.org/resources/category/prayers
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