
The United Church of Canada Governance Structure
The United Church undertook a major structural reorganization that became effective on January 1, 2019.  

 

 

                    Clusters and Networks
Clusters and networks are not governance bodies and 
may have a relationship with any of the church councils: 
communities of faith,regional councils, or General Council
 Clusters: clusters of communities of faith that focus on 

worship, mission, learning, collegiality, and strategic planning
 Networks: link people working on speci�c issues

or for project work 

The shape of the Indigenous church and the
relationship with the wider church 

continues to develop based on 
the NIC proposals at General Council 44

Communities of Faith
Congregations and new kinds of communities that gather to worship, learn, and serve

National Indigenous Church
Members of the Indigenous Church meet 

every three years as the National Indigenous
Spiritual Gathering

General Council
260 commissioners meet in-person 

every three years, on-line annually and 
as required

National Indigenous
Elders Council 

National
Indigenous Council

10 elected members

General Council Executive
15 elected members plus the Moderator, 

Past Moderator, and General Secretary

Board of Vocation
and its committees

16 Regional Councils

Committees and 
Task Groups

Audit Committee

Judicial
Committee

Nominations
Committee

Manual
Committee

Theology and
Inter-Church

Inter-Faith Committee

Finance Advisory and other
Committees 

and Task Groups

National Indigenous
Council Gatherings 

Clusters, Elders and Youth
and sub-committees

The United Church has three types of council—communities of faith, regional councils, and the denominational council (called the General Council).  
Each has its own sphere of authority and its own structure of committees and other bodies that oversee and carry out its responsibilities.
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