3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario
M8X 2Y4 Canada

416-231-5931 1-800-268-3781
F: 416-231-3103
www.united-church.ca

26 April 2016
Rev. Kim Young Ju
General Secretary
The National Council of Churches in Korea

Dear Rev. Kim:
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ who came that all may have life and have it abundantly.
On behalf of The United Church of Canada, I write to send a message of love and solidarity and to convey
our continued prayer and concern for The National Council of Churches in Korea. We have heard of the
public reaction to efforts of the NCCK to foster dialogue related to understanding, tolerance and full
inclusion of LGBT brothers and sisters. It is extremely distressing to learn that some of the negative reaction
has been from other Christians, and has been directed even personally to NCCK staff and committee
members.
We continue to be inspired by the courageous witness of colleagues at the NCCK in the face of hateful
reaction. Courage, faith and wisdom to you and colleagues as you live out Christian unity, witness, and
service in God’s world, and work in solidarity with those who are oppressed and discriminated. The United
Church of Canada stands in partnership with you and the NCCK.
Be assured of our continued prayer for NCCK colleagues, you in your leadership and all those who speak
about love, acceptance, and inclusion. We pray for safety of all persons, for respect and tolerance, for
genuine dialogue.
In your witness to fullness of life, and your stand for justice … you are not alone.
We treasure the deep partnership, mutual solidarity and accompaniment between the NCCK and our church.
We offer prayers for the journey ahead, and loving solidarity.
Blessings and peace to you.

The Right Reverend Jordan Cantwell
Moderator
The United Church of Canada
Cc Rev Shin Seung Min, Rev Hwang Bo-Hyun

