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Demographic Summary of Households in the Service Area
The service area has a population of 166,804 or 73,346 households. The

population has been growing at an average annual rate of (.58% since 2001, This rate is expected
to increase to 0.80% through 2017,

Religion: The predominant
religion is Christian representing
71.9% of the population. 34.4%
of residents declare themselves to
be Koman Catholic while only
8.7% declare themselves to be
members of the United Church.
Approximately 21% declare that
they have No Religion.










Visible Minority:

At 16.1% the service area has a high
level of visible minorities in
comparison to Hamilton. Many of
these visible minorities are Chinese

(3.29%) or Black (2.9%). There is also a

stronger than average proportion of
Filipinos, Latin Americans, Southeast
Asians, Arabs, West Asians, Koreans
and Japanese in this service area.

Mother Tonque:

Most residents state that their mother
tongue is English (69.7%). 27.6%
claim their mother tongue to be an
unofficial language. Of these
unofficial languages, Italian (4.1%).
Chinese (3.1%) and Portuguese (2.7%)
are most often claimed as a mother
tongue.

5%

30% 4

25% 4

2.0% 4

15%

1.0% 1

05% 4

%

4.5%

Bl sk South Asian Southasst Filipino
Szian

bk sooree= Unied Church B Ham ikon

4.0% 1
35%
30%
28% 1
201% 1
15% 4
1.0%: 4
1.5%
1.01% 4

Chinsss Portuguess Brelic Spanish

mewmmd1-|-h-riu-.|




Family Formation and Age of
Maintainer: The households that
reside in the area are predominantly
comprised of one person. Houses are
typically rented, single-detached
houses with 29.0% of the households
living in low-rise apartments. When
compared to Hamilton, the largest
cohorts of household maintainers are
under 24 and 25 to 34 years of age
itogether, 24%). The Emerging Spirits
category (25 to 44 years of age) makes
up 36% of household maintainers.
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Education and Occupations:
Service area households exhibit a
mix between high and low levels of
education (strong numbers of
residents with below grade 9 and
university educations) while
occupations are principally
comprised of service sector and
white collar.
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Income: There is a moderate
proportion of dual income households
with approximately 533.9% of all
females in the labour force. Average
household incomes ($54,306) are
9% below the Hamilton average.

Marital Status: Forty-two percent
of the households are married while
38.6% are single.
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Gifts of Money and Contributions
It is estimated that 0.94% of the household income in the service area is allocated to charitable

contributions. Three out of five of these contributions are donated to religious organizations.
The total dollar amount donated to religious organizations annually is $22,865,610 or $312 per

house hold.



Description of | United Church’s Congregation

The congregation is heavily concentrated in three of the 66 lifestyle clusters representing
64 % of the total congregation and 18.8% of the service area. The following information will help
you gain more insight into these three groups so that you can tailor communications and
programs to increase participation amongst existing members and target new members with the
right information.

A large proportion of the congregation is upscale, well educated, professional families
with few children. There are also a substantial proportion of active retirees, or empty

nesters that are further along in their lifestage. A description of these members including the
proportion of the congregation is included on the following page.









Open To Change

Characteristic

Celebrates Lifestyles

Related Social Values Trends
Adaptability to Complexity in Life

Mare Voices

endency to adapt easl to the uncestzinties of modem e, and to feel unthreatened
by the changes and compkxites of socety today, A desie to explre ths complexity
25 a keaming expedence and a2 source of opportunities, (Inverss to Aversion to

ompleaiity )

g6

New contemporany and world music selections for worshio and dewvation,

Alive & Well

A congregationz| development toal to help congregations in a process of transformation and

Dhgre To Change

A Spirk Connection show on the changing church in changing Canadian society.
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Related Social Values Trends
Flexible Definition of Family

OF Love ard fusrice

T his book, with a bownd-in DVD, looks at I:he sk.'h church Eaders need to kad efectively in e

/lngness to accest non-traditional defintions of "famiy”, such as commen bw
martiages. The belef that "famiy” should be defined by emotional inks rather than by
kegal formalties or instiutons. Ako, the befief that society should be open to new

=finions of what constiutes 2 "fami",

33

|4 resource to move toward the Civil Recognition of Same-Sex Mamiage

Al Meagns AR

Thie video presents a bief history of gav 2nd lesbian cppression in society and the church;




Social Value Trends

Index

Social Learning 137
Financial Concern Regarding the Future 134
Culbural Fusion 130
Canadian Identity 127
Importance of Assthebics 127
Meed for Escape 125
Introspection and Empathy 124
Reprioritizing of Work 121
Discriminating Consumerism 119
Ecological Consumption 119
Flexibility of Gender Identity 117
Legacy 117
Social Darwinism 117
Everyday Ethics 116
Global Ecological Consciousness 115




How to Use this Information

This report has provided yvou with information about your current congregational makeup
and its surrounding neighbourhoods. It may be sparking questions like:

¢« How does this information confirm or critique our current practices in worship,
study, outreach or caring? For example, if the congregation predominantly
embraces the social value, “Enthusiasm for technology™, how are we making use
of technology in worship such as projection of images to accompany the liturgy?

*  We now know where people live in the community who share similar values, life-
styles and outlooks to those that are predominant in the congre gation. We not only
know where they live but something of what they value and how they live. How
can we be in conversation with them about our ministry?

* Maybe we have discovered some particular strengths of our congregation
regarding the 18 traits that characterize the United Church of Canada. These
characteristics are particularly valued by the Emerging Spirit demographic of 30-
45 vear olds with no current religious association. We also know the key current
United Church resources which can help us further develop those characteristics.
What programs might we initiate to further develop our strengths and also reach
out to this group in the community?
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